THE GREAT STATE

Who has *'given such power tmto men.'' They think
in terms of fellowship: goodness is that which helps;
evil is that which injures the community. The most
secret vice by decreasing or deflecting the energies
of service is a sin against the whole family of God,
and requires the forgiveness not only of God, but
of man. In an anti-social age everything from re-
ligion to business had become distorted, neurotic,
excessively introspective, but now the sacraments
were again the witnesses and effectual signs of social
grace. The people generally has regained a robust
conscience, genuinely sorry for its stupidities, its
cruelties, and its egomanias; but ready to make a
clean breast of them and shake them off. Religion
nowadays is more deeply rooted in the eternal
realities of human nature than ever before, and has
inspired people with the paradox of humility and
audacity which one sees in adventurous lovun; and
all who drink deep of the fountains of life. They foul
the things eternal underlying the things temporal,
and are in close converse not with a Jesus rind Saints
of a dead past, but with a Jesus and Saints who, by
their heroic struggle as recorded in the past, have
won to that heaven which is close at hand. Par
from denying a future beyond death, they hope for
it, and already by their friendship with Ihost? who
have passed through its gate live in "the rapture
of the forward view.'' They laugh good-hmnounxlly
at the sick people of the twentieth century who
blamed the Church of their clay for not lusting for
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